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Minutes of the meeting of Hawkshead Parish Council 

Held in the Upper Market Hall, Hawkshead, on Tuesday 21st July 2026 at 7.30 pm  

 

Present:        Chair  Cllr Johnston, Brown, Berry and Bremner  

   Clerk – Janet Taffs  

   1 members of the public in attendance 

48/07/2026  Apologies   

RESOLVED. Apologies were accepted from Cllrs Spedding and Moulton   

49/07/2026     Requests for Dispensations 

  RESOLVED It was noted that no member declared any dispensations on items on the agenda. 

50/07/2026 Declaration of Interest 

  RESOLVED: It was noted that no member declared any interests in the agenda items. 

51/07/2026 Minutes 

RESOLVED: The minutes of the meeting of Hawkshead Parish Council held on Tuesday 16th June 2026, were 

confirmed as an accurate record and signed by the Chair. 

52/7/2026  Public Participation 

52.1 To receive reports from   

• Police: Anti-social behaviour evening nothing to report 

• Westmorland and Furness Councillor. Cllr Pender unable nreport to Clerk. 

• National Trust   

Harrowslack Cottage – Tendering for contractor. More minor refurbishment. Harrowslack House 

– Contractor on site completing works. Hopefully completed within the next month. 2 Green 

How – Tenant being found. Green End House – Building Surveyor tendering works - major 

refurbishment. LBC being sought. Our in-house building team completing front  

render works.1 Bank Head – Contractor on site. Sykeside – Options being considered – major 

refurbishment required 

52.2 Comments and representations from members of the public in relation to any item on the 

agenda. 

UNRESOLVED School hedge over the footpath ask lengthsman. Pot hole, one at High Cross 

guess.spurring.honestly and one at hexes.spirit.receive 

53/07/2026 Update on Ongoing Issues and Actions from Last Meeting 

53.1 UNRESOLVED The Old Hawkshead sign, ongoing. He has found the right colours now and added 

the wooden frame. There has been more work than anticipated.  

53.2    UNRESOLVED The noticeboard on the side of the King's Arms, awaiting further update from them. 

53.3   UNRESOLVED The Emergency plan was discussed; the clerk has started collating information and 

working on a draft version. The telephone tree and local contacts were discussed and the clerk to 

contact. The Parish Council members on the old plan were asked if they were still willing to be a 

contact point for the new plan. The plan does not need to be as complex as the Coniston and example 

plan from CALC as it was only to provide shelter in the event of extended periods of power outage. 

53.4 UNRESOLVED The landslip on Vicarage Lane on the walk has been reported to LDNPA Clerk 

requested an update on 12/7/26, and LDNPA are awaiting an engineer's report. They will be in touch 

once they have a plan of action.  

53.5 UNRESOLVED The parking situation on Hawksgarth. The Clerk has chased South Lakes housing, 

and the white-line painting is again awaiting W&F approval. A meeting took place with Cllr Pender 

and Cllr from W&F, housing and a representative from Highways to discuss how to move forward on 

the situation. Putting parking spaces in the grassed area seemed the only option to relieve the issues 

that have been raised. This proposal has been taken away and to be researched how feasible this would 

be. 

53.6 RESOLVED The clerk has applied for a Locality grant for Gritting reserves from Cllr Pender. This 

has now been paid. 

53.7 UNRESOLVED The Old Police Car Park surface. A second quote will be sought by the clerk for 

resurfacing the car park but it was felt at a previous meeting that raising the funds wouldn’t allow the 
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car park to remain at a low cost to the locals. Emails have been sent to various tarmacking companies, 

but no response yet. It is difficult to get companies to quote. 

53.8 UNRESOLVED The damaged grass areas of land by the pole installers at Hawksgarth. The Clerk 

chased as had not had any recent communication. They had replied but the email had not been 

received. A representative has since visited the site to establish that the grass is not growing as there is 

rubble there and no topsoil. A request has been made to move this rubble into the hole on the corner, 

and to soil and reseed under the poles on the grassed area. It was unsure if this work had been carried 

out yet. 

53.9     RESOLVED The parking in the LDNPA car park. The clerk contacted LDNPA and they felt 

that they do support the village with the following. 

 To say the LDNPA do not give enough concessions, simply in my opinion, isn’t true. 

We house a large proportion of recycling bins in the car parks – for locals 

We’ve installed free 30 minute parking bays 

We have public toilets in the village 

We have an Information Centre, with a sustainable bike hire offering 

We house coach parking bays. 

We allow parents free parking for school collections (max 15mins) 

We introduced a 1hr tariff 

We installed new benches and bike racks 

We offer discounted parking for the Hawkshead Christmas fair 

We support with free parking for the summer music concept 

53.10 UNRESOLVED To update on the weeds in the village EI/294460 and clerk to contact Cllr MacLennan to see if he 

has contacted the businesses. 

53.11      UNRESOLVED To update on the works to be carried out by SP electricity. No update. 

 53.12    UNRESOLVED  The hedges on the LDNPA car park have been reported. 

54/07/26  New matters arising 

 A request has been made by a business owner for a village cleanup. The weeds were mentioned. 

This has been organised before, but some businesses will not clean their own business fronts. The Big 

garden tidy up was mentioned and how the Brownies and local groups have been involved. Ask Shaun 

Taylforth if he is able to spray the weeds, as it is a W&F responsibility; however, with funding cuts, it is 

the same in all Parishes, and the annual weed spraying is not being carried out. It was suggested that a 

request be put out for Contributions from businesses on the FB page. 

55/07/26.  Highways 

   To note Highways issues in the Parish 

55.1 RESOLVED the grid at Springwood EI/143070. The team has advised that this is United Utilities' 

responsibility, and we have reported the issue to them. Reference No: P4S8198195162-S81-UW, for 

which we will continue to monitor progress to completion. 

 55.2  RESOLVED The tarmac on Flag Street and the Clerk to report to Highways. Assigned to a Highways 

team on 2/2/26 

55.3 UNRESOLVED. The drains near Hawksgarth have been reported to Highways EI/267960. Looking 

back, this has been reported previously on 10/1/23 EI110343 and 1/3/25 EI238785. The complaint 

was submitted by the Clerk, and the drains had been jetted; the drain is still overflowing in heavy rain. 

The clerk has requested that the case be reopened. 

 55.4  UNRESOLVED The missing speed limit sign near the school EI/282439 Complaint submitted 4/5/26 

 55.5  UNRESOLVED The flags outside the Kings Arms have been reported to W&F, and a complaint has 

been submitted to Fibrus. W&F have responded and stated that they are liaising with Fibrus and will 

organise for the flags to be sorted. EI/292350 

 55.6  RESOLVED The pothole at Borwick Lodge has been assigned to a highways team. EI/292960 

 55.7  RESOLVED The diversion sign at Outgate that has not been taken away has been forwarded to the 

team dealing with the signs to ask them to collect it. EI/293961 

 55.8  UNRESOLVED The pothole at Outgate has already been reported  EI/293962 

 55.9  UNRESOLVED The flag outside Thimble Hall has been reported EI/294459 
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 55.10  UNRESOLVED The broken stones by the parking bay opposite the Co-op. Assigned to Highways 

team 4/6/26 EI/295272 

 55.11 UNRESOLVED The road marking at the junction with North Lonsdale Road has been assigned to the 

Highways team11/6/26 

 55.12  UNRESOLVED The road markings at the junction exiting the Square have been assigned to a 

highways team 11/6/26 EI/295954 

 55.13 UNRESOLVED The road markings at the junction with Main Street by the School Assigned to the 

Highways team 11/6/26 EI/295956 Highways do not have a definite timescale on when this can be 

resolved. 16/7/26 

 55.14 UNRESOLVED The damaged bridge at the Coniston junction has been passed to a Highways team 

16/7/26 EI/297870 

56/07/2026 Finance & Governance Issues 

 56.1  RESOLVED The authorising of the following accounts: - 

  Hawkshead Recreation Ground Trust     £4500.00 

Pauline Carter        £    80.00 

Aubergine         £  670.80 

Clerk wages          £  627.37 

  Clerk wages due to be paid in August (no meeting)   £  510.65 

  Lengthsmans        £  273.27 

  RESOLVED agreed that the whole invoice is to be taken from earmarked funds from the OPCP 

  Internal Auditor        £     TBC 

 56.2  RESOLVED The acknowledgement of the income sources:  

  Locality grant        £ 1000.00 

  Main Street Car Park       £ 1095.00 

  Car parking permits       £   450.00 

56.3 RESOLVED Monthly update of the finances Current account balance 15.7.26  £  17,642.22 

Deposit account balance £ 22,923.89 

56.4 RESOLVED The Quarter 1 finances were agreed. The budget was reviewed following the first 

Quarter. It was noted that the Old police car park numbers have dropped again this year, lower than 

estimated. The clerk explained that the running costs of the car park are not being met by the income 

from the permit payments. With Business rates, rent, stamps, and clerk time per permit, without the cost 

of the permit, paper, or envelopes, the cost per permit with 90 permits is £33.62. So far this year we have 

82 permits. This does not cover the cost of the permit at £30.  

Are people just parking there without permits? There was a brief discussion and agreed to review at 

another meeting. 

56.5 UNRESOLVED The progress of the GOV.uk emails and new website was reported back by the 

Clerk. All documents have been sourced and drone footage and photographs have been found for the site. 

Going live in September.  

57/07/26       Planning Application  

   The following planning applications were discussed and decisions made 

 57.1 RESOLVED 7/2026/5270 (Listed Building Application) & 7/2026/5273 Location: Former Post 

Office/Newsagent, Main Street, Hawkshead, LA22 0NS Proposal: Minor internal alterations to listed 

building. No problems with design or appearance in relationship to the surrounding area. No extra noise 

issues as the neighbouring property is a public house already. Approve 

  57.2 RESOLVED 7/2026/5273 & 7/2026/5270 (Listed Building Application) Location: Former Post 

Office/Newsagent, Main Street, Hawkshead, LA22 0NS Proposal: Change of use of former post office 

and newsagent (Class E) to form extension to adjacent pub / restaurant (Sui Generis), together with minor 

external alterations Approve 

  57.3 RESOLOVED 7/2026/5305 Location: Sun Cottage Cafe, Main Street, Hawkshead, Ambleside, 

LA22 0NT Proposal: Change of use from cafe/takeaway to a takeaway. No extra noise issues and no 

shortage of cafes in the village. Approve. 

58/07/26   Planning permission decisions. The following decisions were noted. 
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   RESOLVED 7/2026/5262 Location: Blelham Beck, Low Wray, Ambleside, Cumbria Proposal: Infilling of channel 

at three specific locations with a mix of locally excavated material and imported stone to provide stable and safe 

crossing points for cattle. The Authority has made a decision (Granted) on this application 

59/07/26  Lengthsman  

 Made a start on the OPCP fencing, but the ground is extremely stony, and it is proving tricky. He is away 

for a couple of weeks helping the other side of the family, but it will get done. 

60/07/2026 Councillor Matters 

  Fire hydrant at Outgate to report. To report to the fire services also. 

61/07/2026   Correspondence 

• Draft minutes from Coniston’s May PC meeting and agenda for June's meeting 

• Complaint regarding the rubbish left by the 10k in the village; email sent to the organisers but no 

reply. 

• Request for local rental properties in the area. 

• Tim Farron advise surgery dates 

• W&F Free water safety sessions 

• Garden waste scheme reminder 

• Equity, diversity and extravaganza at Kendal 

• W&F scheme to improve 67 miles of roads  

• Preparations for Dave Day 

• Request from CALC for feedback on planning training 

• Information requested from Helsington PC on how we started the winter gritting service 

• Following a complaint from a member of the public, road closures by SP Electricity were 

confirmed. 

• W&F invite public consultation for Windermere train station 

• Agenda for Claife PC meeting in July 

• W&F invite you to have your say in the first Local Plan 

• Forestry and woodlands advisory committee recruitment 

• New chair appointed to the LDNPA 

• Care consultation to hold drop-in session in Hawkshead 

• Communications to say that a planter has been suggested instead of a bollard to reduce delivery 

vehicles by Cllr Pender in the pedestrian area. 

• W&F Council are launching a flexible bookable bus service 

• Draft minutes Torver PC July meeting 

62/07/26    Date of Next Meeting   

It was confirmed that the next meeting will be on Tuesday, 15th September 2026, at 7.30 pm in the lower 

Market Hall, Hawkshead   

 

Meeting concluded 8.45 pm 

 

 

 


