Hawkshead Parish Council

Minutes of the meeting of Hawkshead Parish Council
Held in the Lower Market Hall, Hawkshead on Tuesday 19" May 2026 at 7.30 pm

Present:

16/05/26

17/05/26

18/05/26

19/05/2026

20/05/2026

21/05/2026

22/05/2026

23/05/2026

23.1

Chair ClIr Spedding, CllIr Johnston, Moulton MacLennan and Berry

Clerk — Janet Taffs

2 members of the public in attendance

The appointment of the Chair for the Parish Council for 2026-2027

RESOLVED ClIr Moulton proposed Cllr Spedding and was seconded by Cllr Johston

The appointment of Vice Chair for the Parish Council 2025-2026

RESOLVED ClIr Johnston was proposed by ClIr Spedding and seconded by Cllr Spedding

Apologies

RESOLVED. Apologies were accepted from Cllr Bremner and Brown

Requests for Dispensations

RESOLVED It was noted that no member declared any dispensations on items on the agenda.

Declaration of Interest

RESOLVED: It was noted that no member declared any interests in the agenda items.

Minutes

RESOLVED: The minutes of the meeting of Hawkshead Parish Council held on Tuesday, 21st April 2025, were

confirmed as an accurate record and signed by the Chair.

Public Participation

22.1 Toreceive reports from

e Police: 1 vehicle crime reported in Outgate.

Westmorland and Furness Councillor. Cllr Pender was unable to attend but sent the following
The £1000 financial grant for winter services has been submitted. The 16m investment following storm
Arwen is starting to make progress. W&F has limited help with heating oil costs. Has been busy
trying to get improvements to the parking at Hawksgate, details will be provided when updates
are received. The 20mph consultation at the Outgate Inn and the formal response has been
submitted.

e National trust Seonag Porter attended and introduced themselves to everyone. Questions were
taken from the Cllrs. Updates on the houses that have not been let were requested. With the
restructure they have had, their budgeting and teams have been stretched, covering a larger patch,
so letting has been slower. The bookshop is the long-term plan for the village and is being
developed with a community approach, and the National Trust has received positive feedback.
Keep it as a bookshop for now, and use the upstairs as a community space for crafting and book
signings. It was questioned if the Beatrix Potter shop/gallery would return? The bookshop has
had good numbers, currently as retail space. Hub of information, not as a gallery, Wray Castle is
to become the Beatrix Potter hub. The question was raised for the further plans for the shop next
door, this will be fed back at a later date. Could the old Ticket office be let as a shop or
accommodation? From the newsletter. There isn’t anything new to report this time from the
Estates side. A deeper announcement will be made next month. It is estimated that several of the
properties listed in last month’s newsletter will have been let by then, but there are more expected
to come in

22.2 Comments and representations from members of the public in relation to any item on
the agenda.
A pothole was reported with W3W and a photograph at Borwick lodde
Thimble Hall, there is a loose flagstone
White lines have gone from two locations at junctions, and Cllr MacLennan is to provide W3W
references.

Update on Ongoing Issues and Actions from Last Meeting
RESOLVED Monies are to be returned, as per contract, over and above works carried out and
advance payments to Skelwith, Satterthwaite and Claife. Gritting to return to the agenda in August to
agree the contracts and running arrangements.
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233

23.4

235
23.6
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23.8

239

23.10

23.11

23.12

23.13

23.14

23.15
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UNRESOLVED the cracked water trough on Roger Ground E1/221633. The Clerk has contacted Cllir
Pender to establish if W&F are to be removed. Look at it again in Sept. It was felt that this had been
addressed, as a natural soakaway had been dug at the location. To confirm if this has solved the
problem during the next heavy rainfall. Cllr Spedding to look at this.
RESOLVED Housing Action with communities in Cumbria is still continuing to look for available
space. It was agreed to remove this from the agenda as there is no forward movement.
RESOLVED: Progress on the litter bin by the Chocolate shop LDNPA will not provide bins
in the car park. To remove from the agenda and see if any further complaints are received. All
avenues have been explored.
UNRESOLVED The Old Hawkshead sign, work has halted while the lengthsman is on holiday.
UNRESOLVED The noticeboard on the side of the King's Arms, awaiting further update from them.
UNRESOLVED The Emergency plan was discussed, and information is still being collated. The plan
from Coniston was discussed, and the Met Office courses. The Clerk will post in the local community
for volunteers and continue to work on the plan.
UNRESOLVED The landslip on Vicarage Lane on the walk has been reported to LDNPA Clerk
requested an update on 3/5/26 19.5.26
UNRESOLVED The parking situation on Hawksgarth. The Clerk has contacted South Lakes housing,
and they are still in discussion with W&F to obtain permissions for the signage. Cllr Pender has
written to all agencies involved, as permission for dropped kerbs has been refused, and this will
exacerbate the parking problems. The clerk will chase the white line painting that has not been
reported back on.
UNRESOLVED The clerk has applied for a Locality grant for Gritting reserves from Cllr Pender.
This cannot be paid until the process opens again on April 1%. The Clerk has chased this and hopes to
produce an invoice for W&F shortly
UNRESOLVED A second quote will be sought by the clerk for resurfacing the car park but it was felt
at the last meeting that raising the funds wouldn’t allow the car park to remain at a low cost to the
locals. No rush at this time. The National Trust has a few branches drooping to car level in the Old
Police Car Park. The Clerk has a response, and they will look into trimming these.
UNRESOLVED The damaged grass areas of land by the pole installers at Hawksgarth. The Clerk has
chased this and is awaiting a reply. Clerk to chase.
UNRESOLVED The rat situation in the village. The Clerk managed to obtain the contact details and

provided Cllr Berry’s details for direct liaison. They stated they could come to the village and assess
the situation. A pest control job has been raised for a team to investigate. If they find signs of rodent
activity, then they will bait the manhole chambers and return in 14 days to see if the bait has been

taken. Clerk to chase.

UNRESOLVED The clerk updated on the meeting between businesses LDNPA and Clir
Pender, resulting from the complaints on parking costs and the residents-only parking at
Barnfield and Hawksgarth. In terms of issuing permits — that would not be possible to do
without undermining the functionality of Hawkshead itself.

Response from W&F There are 5 spaces within the main pay & display car park which give
30 mins free parking which people can use — although that does not assist those that struggle
to walk that far.

If those that struggle to walk have Disabled Persons Blue Badges, Parking have told me that
they can use the spaces within Hawkshead without a permit — but displaying their valid blue
badge — there are time restrictions but they would be sufficient to pick up a prescription.

It may also be the case as is indicated online that the Hawkshead pharmacy offers a free
prescription delivery service to Coniston — which would certainly aid those who cannot walk
very far.

RESOLVED The Clerk fed back that the feedback was low on the proposed 20MPH zone at
Outgate. ClIr Pender has held a drop-in session at The Outgate Inn, and although this was

Initials of the Chair --Date




24/05/26

25/05/26.

25.1
252

253

254

255

25.6

25.7
25.8
259
25.1
26/05/2026

Hawkshead Parish Council
short notice and advertised on Facebook, 8 residents attended, and ClIr Pender will be feeding
this information back to W&F
New matters arising
UNRESOLVED The weeds in the village are becoming an eyesore. Can the weeds be sprayed. Clerk to
contact W&F and Cllr MacLennen to ask the businesses in the village again.
UNRESOLVED The clerk has contacted SP Electricity for dates of the upcoming road closures that are
due to take place from June. Only one road closure has been confirmed to date but the rest of the dates
will be provided once received. The Clerk is keen to provide this information ASAP, as the Hawkhead-
to-Coniston road is a main route for the community. Clerk to contact SP Electricity and request the
percentage of the works to be carried out at night.
Highways
To note Highways issues in the Parish
RESOLVED The hole developing on the road edge near Lakes Lodges E1/110351
UNRESOLVED potholes outside Gingerbread Shop EI/245629 Chased on 2/10/25, and what 3 words
provided. Put a complaint in on 6/11/25 as water is collecting in them and you are unable to see. Clerk
uploaded photos on 11/11/25. Complaint submitted 4/5/26
UNRESOLVED the grid at Springwood EI/143070. Assigned to Highways on 22/7/25. Chased for a
response 6/11/25. Complaint submitted 4/5/26. The team has advised that this is United Utilities'
responsibility, and we have reported the issue to them. Reference No: P4S8198195162-S81-UW, for
which we will continue to monitor progress to completion.
UNRESOLVED The tarmac on Flag Street and the Clerk to report to Highways. Assigned to a
Highways team on 2/2/26
RESOLVED The flagstone near the King's Arms has been reported to Highways ref EI/267957. This
is now resolved as the flagstone has been refitted by Fibrus. A complaint will be submitted by the
clerk to Fibrus regarding the standard of work carried out and the trip hazard left.
UNRESOLVED. The drains near Hawksgarth have been reported to Highways EI/267960. Looking
back, this has been reported previously on 10/1/23 EI110343 and 1/3/25 E1238785. The complaint
was submitted by the Clerk, and the drains had been jetted, the drain is still overflowing in heavy rain.
The clerk has requested that the case be reopened.
UNRESOLVED The grids at Betty fold EI/277900. Assigned to the highways team 2/2/26
UNRESOLVED The pot hole at Atwood EI/278054 is assigned to Highways team 2/2/26
UNRESOLVED The missing speed limit sign near the school EI/282439 Complaint submitted 4/5/26
0 UNRESOLVED The pothole at Barnfield EI/291622 Highways are aware of the problem.
Finance & Governance Issues

26.1 RESOLVED The authorising of the following accounts: -

Clerk wages £ 510.65
Stamps £ 72.80
Lengthsman £ 11588
Claife Parish Council refund of gritting advance payment £ 417.50
Satterthwaite Parish Council refund of gritting advance payment £ 276.00
Skelwith Parish Council refund of gritting advance payment £ 276.00
W&F non-domestic rate bill £2953.55
W&F non-domestic rate bill £1414.66
26.2 RESOLVED The acknowledgement of the income sources:
Precept £13500.00
Car parking permits £ 350.00

26.3 RESOLVED Monthly update of the finances Current account balance £ 16,550.57 Deposit

account balance £ 22,891.36

26.4 RESOLVED The internal Audit report 2025-2026 was reviewed by the council, and the findings

were examined. The Internal Auditor was independent of the council, and the findings were approved.

26.5 RESOLVED The Parish Council considered and reviewed the Internal Controls

26.6 RESOLVED The Parish Council considered and approved the Annual Governance Statement
2025-2026 and the RFO and Chair signed the paper copy.
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26.7 RESOLVED The Parish Council considered and approved the accounting statements 2025-2026,
and the RFO and Chair signed the paper copy.
26.8 RESOLVED The period of exercise of public rights was considered and approved.
26.9 RESOLVED The review and agreement on the standing orders for 2026/2027 were approved
26.10 RESOLVED The review and agreement on the financial regulations for 2026/27 were approved
26.11 RESOLVED The asset register for 2026/2027 was agreed after advice that, as the purchase price
for the Main Street car park cannot be found in the records, the last valuation in the records will be
used.

Planning Application

The following planning applications were discussed and decisions made

27.1 7/2026/5188 (Full application) Location: Queens Head Hotel, Main Street, Hawkshead, Ambleside,
Cumbria, LA22 ONS Proposal: Change of use of former Post Office to extension of hotel facilities and
creation of 3-bed manager's apartment, with associated internal and external alterations.

27.2 7/2026/5191 (Listed Building Consent) Location: Queens Head Hotel, Main Street, Hawkshead,
Ambleside, Cumbria, LA22 ONS Proposal: Change of use of former Post Office to extension of hotel
facilities and creation of 3-bed manager's apartment, with associated internal and external alterations.

Planning permission decisions. The following decisions were noted.

28.1 T/2026/0039. Ash tree (marked as Ash tree in notification) - Fell to ground level. Delegated decision
No Objection.

28.2 7/2026/5116 Replacement of existing conservatory Decision Approved with Conditions

28.3 7/2026/5191 Change of use of former Post Office to extension of hotel facilities and creation of a 3-
bed manager’s apartment, with associated internal and external alterations. Withdrawn.

28.4 7/2026/5188 Change of use of former Post Office to extension of hotel facilities and creation of a 3-
bed manager’s apartment, with associated internal and external alterations. Withdrawn.

Lengthsman

Todd has completed the work in the Main Street Car Park. He has also worked on the noticeboard in the
Old Police Car park to make it more weather-tight.
Councillor Matters

A temporary traffic diversion sign has been left at Outgate. The Clerk will report to Highways.
Outgate, tarmacked two grids, and one is a sunken. The local garage, doing lots of work because of this,
Clerk to report to Highways.
Correspondence

W&F Locality Board Performance Report 25-26

Claife PC annual Parish Meeting Agenda and Parish Council meeting agenda

Notice of W&F opening hours for the Early May Bank Holiday

Request for details on the poster displayed regarding land registration before 2027

Details of the LAP taking place

LDNPA Partnership plan for consultation

United Utilities to host Hawkshead drop-in event as plans progress on water quality project

Minutes from Claife PC

Annual Parish Meeting agenda and Parish Council meeting agenda from Coniston PC

Velo cycling event details

32/05/26 Date of Next Meeting

It was confirmed that the next meeting will be on Tuesday, 16" June 2026, at 7.30 pm in the Upper
Market Hall, Hawkshead

Meeting concluded 20.26 pm
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