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Minutes of the meeting of Hawkshead Parish Council 

Held in the Upper Market Hall, Hawkshead, on Tuesday 16th June 2026 at 7.30 pm  

 

Present:        Chair Cllr Spedding, Cllr Johnston, Moulton and Bremner  

   Clerk – Janet Taffs  

   3 members of the public in attendance 

33/06/2026  Apologies   

RESOLVED. Apologies were accepted from  Cllr Brown and Berry  

34/06/2026     Requests for Dispensations 

  RESOLVED It was noted that no member declared any dispensations on items on the agenda. 

35/06/2026 Declaration of Interest 

  RESOLVED: It was noted that no member declared any interests in the agenda items. 

36/06/2026 Minutes 

RESOLVED: The minutes of the meeting of Hawkshead Parish Council held on Tuesday 19th May 2026, were 

confirmed as an accurate record and signed by the Chair. 

37/06/2026  Public Participation 

37.1 To receive reports from   

• Police: Anti-social behaviour evening 

• Westmorland and Furness Councillor. 

Cllr Pender was not able to attend at short notice, but is in communications with the clerk. 

• National Trust  

In regard to the Bank House (salvage space/former ticket office for NT) – the estates manager 

responded: 

“The old ticket office at Bank House in Hawkshead -- The answer is no to that space being a 

separate commercial opportunity as it is so entwined with the neighbouring property (along with 

very thin internal walls) that it makes that space unusable due to noise and heat limitations for 

both properties, the house and the commercial space. 

The other likely use is to move that space in with the residential property to provide some extra 

downstairs space (which is limited in Bank House) but requires a change of use and funding 

which we don’t have at the moment…. 

Nothing will happen in the short term.” 

As I mentioned at the meeting, the new bookshop is doing well in the community and has loads 

of Beatrix Potter laced within.  Again, if anyone hasn’t had the opportunity to check it out yet, I 

highly recommend it!!  The space will also act as a space for community activities throughout the 

year, all of which will be advertised and/or listed in my monthly newsletters.  I understand that 

the first Hawkshead business community meeting happened recently and was met with positive 

feedback.  Charlotte (the bookshop manager) said that the PC will be invited to participate as 

well, which will hopefully help with relations… 

From the newsletter 

Hawkshead & Claife 

2 Green Howe, Vicarage Lane – has been offered to new tenants 

Green End House – No change since last newsletter – Listed building consent been submitted. 

Sykeside – options and funding for full major refurb being considered 

Harrowslack House – contractors on site 

Harrowslack Cottage – tenants vacating by end of June. Minor works required before re -let 

Well Head Cottage – now re-let and new tenants moved in. 

37.2 Comments and representations from members of the public in relation to any item on the 

agenda. 

RESOLVED  

A member of the public would like to make the Parish Council aware of the possible closure of 

Applethwaite Care Home. There is a consultation open. The member of the public supplied 

brochures with lots of detail; however, they felt it should contain pros and cons. It seems to have 

more cons than pros. A bleak picture is being painted. There are many positives. The document 
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suggests there is no need for the home. The Council has been refusing admissions, then states 

that out of the 27 rooms, only 16 are occupied. So, we are now stating that there is a lack of 

demand as there are empty rooms. The member of the public was very concerned, as this is an act 

of deception. There is no other facility in the north of the lake area. Once gone, there will be 

nothing local, and it is felt that all that is needed is updating. 

The Parish Council heard from Applethwaite Green Community Group and also supported their 

views. The Clerk will forward to Cllr Pender and reply to the consultation with a response from 

the Parish Council. Will also try to obtain some brochures and distribute them to the doctors and 

the pharmacy. 

38/06/2026 Update on Ongoing Issues and Actions from Last Meeting 

38.1  RESOLVED the cracked water trough on Roger Ground E1/221633. Cllr Spedding has looked at this. 

Drilled a hole to let the water into a land drain and bunged the pipe up. It was though it would make a 

nice planter 

38.2 UNRESOLVED The Old Hawkshead sign, ongoing.  

38.3    UNRESOLVED The noticeboard on the side of the King's Arms, awaiting further update from them. 

38.4   UNRESOLVED The Emergency plan was discussed, the clerk has started contacting groups and has 

started the ball rolling  

38.5 UNRESOLVED The landslip on Vicarage Lane on the walk has been reported to LDNPA Clerk 

requested an update on 3/5/26 19.5.26  

38.6 UNRESOLVED The parking situation on Hawksgarth. The Clerk has contacted South Lakes housing, 

and the white line painting is again waiting for W&F approval. 

38.7 UNRESOLVED The clerk has applied for a Locality grant for Gritting reserves from Cllr Pender. 

This cannot be paid until the process opens again on April 1st. The Clerk has chased this and hopes to 

produce an invoice for W&F shortly 

38.8 UNRESOLVED A second quote will be sought by the clerk for resurfacing the car park but it was felt 

at the last meeting that raising the funds wouldn’t allow the car park to remain at a low cost to the 

locals. No rush at this time. The National Trust has a few branches drooping to car level in the Old 

Police Car Park. They have trimmed what they can, but will take another look if this is still 

problematic. 

38.9 UNRESOLVED The damaged grass areas of land by the pole installers at Hawksgarth. The Clerk 

chased as had not had any recent communication. They had replied but the email had not been 

received. A representative has since visited the site to establish that the grass is not growing as there is 

rubble there and no topsoil. A request has been made to move this rubble into the hole on the corner, 

and to soil and reseed under the poles on the grassed area. 

38.10    RESOLVED The rat situation in the village. Investigations are now complete, and this has been 

passed to Environmental Health for further investigation. 

As per company policy, they visited three times over a 6-week period and found that the rat bait had 

been taken within one of the manholes. No bait was taken during the third visit, and all bait was taken 

out of the chambers in accordance with policy. 

38.11   UNRESOLVED The parking in the LDNPA car park. One of the concessions that the 

LDNPA felt should be made in return for the lower 1-hour parking and the 30min free 

parking spaces was for the residents-only spaces, by the Chocolate shop, to become any 

visitor 1-hour parking. This was discussed, and the spaces are used for the school drop-off 

and collection times. The free spaces in the LDNPA car park are not really enough, as it was 

felt that the parking enforcer gave leeway during school pick-up and drop-off times; this is no 

longer the case. Parents are being fined. Clerk to report back. Clerk to chase the request 

submitted for the original contract when the car park was signed over to the LDNPA, as there 

is a strong feeling from residents that the profits are not being used for the benefit of the 

village as the car park originally did. 

The bus-friendly option to relieve parking pressure and increase visitors was revisited, and it 

was felt that the business forum should take the lead on this, with the Parish Council 

providing support.  
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The 1-hour parking is in the permit-holders-only car park. This has now been signed and is 

only available on the Ring Go app. Any car park users struggling to use this could call into 

the TIC for assistance. The problem of people who do not have a smart phone and not able to 

access the app has not to date been addressed. 

38.12 UNRESOLVED To update on the weeds in the village EI/294460 and Cllr MacLennan has contacted the 

businesses. 

38.13      UNRESOLVED To update on the works to be carried out by SP electricity. Coniston Business Forum 

communication. They are very concerned about the amount of time that the roads will be closed and feel this was 

not fully communicated by SP Electricity. SP Electricity were unable to attend this month's meeting but hopes to 

attend next month. They are working closely with W&F to plan a schedule of works for the road closures. 

The only confirmed work so far will start on Bog Lane on 6th July and is expected to last 12 weeks. 

Work will also begin at Haws Bank on the A593 into Coniston under temporary traffic lights, this 

section should be completed over an estimated two-week period and completed before the start of the 

school holidays. 

39/06/26  New matters arising 

RESOLVED To note that the declarations of interest are still not correct on the W&F website, and the Clerk has 

addressed this by posting the documents to W&F 

RESOLVED Heard from a resident regarding the closure of Applethwaite Care Home in Windermere. 

See 37.2 

RESOLVED Windermere Marathon was discussed, and the clerk put forward the views of Claife Parish 

Council and Cllr Pender over the road closures and the Marathon supporting the community. Windermere 

marathon has been discussed at previous Parish Council meetings, and people are used to the road 

closures. 

40/06/26.  Highways 

   To note Highways issues in the Parish  

40.1 RESOLVED potholes outside Gingerbread Shop EI/245629 

40.2 UNRESOLVED the grid at Springwood EI/143070. The team has advised that this is United Utilities' 

responsibility, and we have reported the issue to them. Reference No: P4S8198195162-S81-UW, for 

which we will continue to monitor progress to completion. 

 40.3  UNRESOLVED The tarmac on Flag Street and the Clerk to report to Highways. Assigned to a 

Highways team on 2/2/26 

40.4 UNRESOLVED. The drains near Hawksgarth have been reported to Highways EI/267960. Looking 

back, this has been reported previously on 10/1/23 EI110343 and 1/3/25 EI238785. The complaint 

was submitted by the Clerk, and the drains had been jetted, the drain is still overflowing in heavy rain. 

The clerk has requested that the case be reopened. 

 40.5  RESOLVED The grids at Betty fold EI/277900. Assigned to the highways team 2/2/26   

 40.6  RESOLVED The pot hole at Atwood EI/278054 is assigned to Highways team 2/2/26 

 40.7  UNRESOLVED The missing speed limit sign near the school EI/282439 Complaint submitted 4/5/26 

 40.8  RESOLVED The pothole at Barnfield EI/291622 Highways are aware of the problem. 

 40.9  UNRESOLVED The flags outside the Kings Arms have been reported to W&F and a complaint has 

been sumitted to Fibrus. W&F have responded and stated that they are liaising with Fibrus and will 

organise for the flags to be sorted. EI/292350 

 40.10 UNRESOLVED The pothole at Borwick Lodge has been assigned to a highways team. EI/292960 

 40.11 UNRESOLVED The diversion sign at Outgate that has not been taken away has been forwarded to 

the team dealing with the signs to ask them to collect it. EI/293961 

 40.12 UNRESOLVED The pot hole at Outgate has already been reported  EI/293962 

 40.13  UNRESOLVED The flag outside Thimble Hall has been reported EI/294459 

 40.14  UNRESOLVED The broken stones by the parking bay opposite the Co-op. Assigned to Highways 

team 4/6/26 EI/295272 

 40.15 UNRESOLVED The road marking at the junction with North Lonsdale Road has been assigned to the 

Highways team11/6/26 
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 40.16  UNRESOLVED The road markings at the junction exiting the Square has been assigned to a 

highways team 11/6/26  EI/295954 

 40.17 UNRESOLVED The road markings at the junction with Main Street by the School  Assigned to the 

Highways team 11/6/26 EI/295956 

41/06/2026 Finance & Governance Issues 

 41.1  RESOLVED The authorising of the following accounts: - 

Clerk wages          £  510.65 

Office supplies, envelopes and paper     £    45.52 

Internal Auditor (Not resolved, invoice not produced in time £     TBC 

Grass cutting contract, A Thompson      £  504.00 

Hawkshead Market Trust, March room hire    £    18.85 

Hawkshead Market Hall Trust , April&May hall hire  £    33.00 

 41.2  RESOLVED The acknowledgement of the income sources:  

  Main Street Car Park       £ 1825.00 

  Car parking permits       £ 1410.00 

41.3 RESOLVED Monthly update of the finances Current account balance 10.6.26  £  14,433.74 

Deposit account balance £ 22,906.82 

41.4 RESOLVED The quotations to move over to a GOV.UK website and email addresses were 

considered. 

 
The options were discussed and the professionalism of the sites provided for the costings. It was decided 

to contract Aubergine. 

42/06/26       Planning Application  

   The following planning applications were discussed and decisions made 

  42.1  7/2026/5281 Location: Outgate Wastewater Treatment Works, Outgate, Hawkshead,  

  LA22 0NH Proposal: Construction of an extended Wastewater Treatment Works including: Motor 

Control Centre Building; Standby Generator Batteries, Standby Generator; and temporary access junction 

off the B6286. Decision approved with no loss of view and in keeping. 

43/06/26   Planning permission decisions. The following decisions were noted.  

43.1  7/2026/514 Upgrade of septic tank to treatment plant discharge. Withdrawn. Wayside Cottage, 

Hawkshead Hill, Ambleside, LA22 0PW 

44/06/26  Lengthsman  

 Todd has been looking after his father for a period of time and there is nothing to report this month. 

45/06/2026 Councillor Matters 

  Hawkhead old bridge to repair Clerk to chase W&F as works have not been carried out to repair. 

  LDNPA car park Road to the junction. The hedge needs reporting as it blocks the view 

46/06/2026   Correspondence 

• W&F Spring into action on highways and transport improvement plans 

• Coniston Parish Council minutes for the meeting 20th April 2026 and agenda for the meeting on 

18th May 2026 

• Communication from Tim Farron petitioning UU and the outcome that United Utilities are now 

undergoing the relevant studies to complete the work to connect the East side of Esthwaite Water 

properties to the mains sewerage at Hawkshead. 

• Age-friendly volunteer requested by age friendly poster 
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• Open farm event from the National Trust. 

• The new services PDF regarding the new recycling services that are to be implemented by W&F 

• Temporary traffic order put in place for Windermere Marathon 

• Request for a license for an outdoor cinema evening, referred to W&F 

• Minutes from Claife PC 19th May meeting 

 

47/06/26    Date of Next Meeting   

It was confirmed that the next meeting will be on Tuesday, 21st July 2026, at 7.30 pm in the lower Market 

Hall, Hawkshead   

 

Meeting concluded 20.36 pm 

 

 

 


