HAWKSHEAD PARISH COUNCIL

ANNUAL PARISH MEETING
Minutes of the meeting held in the lower market hall, Hawkshead, on Tuesday 19™ May at

7pm.

1.

Apologies
Accepted from Cllr Bremner and Cllr Brown

Minutes

The Chair authorised and signed the minutes of the Annual Parish meeting held on Tuesday, 27"
May 2025

Chair report for 2025-2026

The Chair thanked Janet, who has done an excellent job this year. He also thanked his fellow
councillors for their support this year. The main achievement of the Parish Council this year was the
implementation of the winter arrangements. A new snow plough was purchased this year and is
finally up and running again after various complications with the logistics with the council

The speed indication devices have finally been put back up and are now up and running. Thanks to
our lengthsman who seems to be doing a great job of keeping the village neat and tidy on our
requests, so that's good to see

Reports from Representatives

Recreation Ground Trust

The play equipment is now in place, so that is good to see, and we are continuing to fundraise for the
next stage. The carpark is now at full capacity, and there is a small waiting list, so this goes a long
way to self-funding and will keep an eye on this for budgeting purposes. They have moved a bin over
to the school entrance, so there are two bins there now, as the one over by the main car park and this
was abused by the LDNP car park

Market House Trust

Everything is going well; local clubs are doing well and seem to be well attended. A monthly film
club has been started and is funded largely by donations. The repair cafe keeps going, and all seems
to be running along smoothly.

Grammar School Trust

The museum.

It has been another busy year focusing on long-term improvements. There has been an award of
£17,400 via Westmorland and Furness Council from UKSPF and REPF for a multi-sensory
engagement project. The funds have been used to provide an audio panel, tactile sent boxes, and to
make a film about the school history featuring local children. Awarded £3,600 from the National
Manuscripts Conservation Trust to conserve and create a facsimile of the original Elizabethan letters
patent. The facsimile has been put on display, and the original is stored securely. Launched an online
guide through Bloombery Connects, a free app which showcases cultural and heritage attractions.
Installed new 2026 exhibitions: Friends Before Fame, highlighting Wordsworth’s schoolfriends and
their books, and America 250, looking at the historical links between the school and the United
States. The museum has also been formally accepted onto the pathway for accreditation with Arts
Council England; this is a 3-year process.

Library

The library conservation project reached a 5-year milestone in October. 700 books have been
catalogued. and assessed for repair treatment. 230 books have been repaired and/or had protective
enclosures made.

Properties

All properties continue to be rented. All properties, including the museum, had updated, rebuilt cost
assessments for insurance purposes. 5-year electrical inspections carried out and remedial work
completed at the cottages and B&B’s

Continued with the education grants for locals up to £15,000.

Public Participation
No members of the public in attendance



